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December 4, 2021 
   Time and distance prevent many from actu-
ally engaging in on-site activities at Ebenezer, 
but several members have been participating 
and being a presence by sending generous 
donations for specific projects and needs. A 
generous GSS member has volunteered to match the funds   
received at the Christmas Market on December 4th! Your   fi-
nancial participation at this  Christmas Market will double our 
fundraising efforts for preservation of the historic buildings at 
Ebenezer! We hope you will attend and purchase the lovely 

handmade gifts, unique Christmas ornaments, delicious raisin bread, German  
recipe stollen and other homemade sweets. Please make a donation and tour the 

museum and other buildings all decked out for Christmas. Be 
sure you don’t miss seeing the vintage Nativity sets and 
wooden nutcrackers collected by friends while living 
in Germany. Proceeds from purchases and tours will 

be used directly for the preservation of the old Salzburger house and the 
parsonage. Your support of this event has the potential of being a major 
asset for the funding that GSS needs for repairs on the buildings. By join-
ing this generous GSS donor with your contribution, these projects will 
have a real potential to move forward with the assurance of completion 
in a timely manner. 
   Please attend and purchase, but also enjoy some special treats! While you are 

buying gifts, listening to music, and watching Mr. Phillip Neidlinger 
demonstrate his Theremin playing, take a break at the  Parsonage 
to enjoy a bowl of Brunswick stew, 
chili, or chicken n’ dumplings with 
sides of homemade cornbread,  

sweet treats and hot spiced cider and chocolate! 
Happy New Year from Philip and Gabriella - YouTube  Phillip Neidlinger  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=iokXM9zChaQ&fbclid=IwAR0mkMAV_Zd_5fC9bcloRKfzgRby47D980V2KuJQtxpYdrOqX7KZHGWk_BY


   Our “Remedies at Ebenezer” wall calendars for 2022 are currently available to order. 
These calendars have been created as a fundraiser for the Georgia Salzburger Society’s 
Buildings and Grounds Committee. All funds raised through calendar sales will be used 

in future repairs or restorations of GSS buildings. 
    This educational calendar includes beautiful 
photos of Ebenezer and colorful sketches rele-
vant to the medicines used by our ancestors. 
With a national focus on illnesses and treat-
ments, this is the perfect opportunity for you to 
learn more about the remedies used by the 
Georgia Salzburgers at Ebenezer. 
    “Remedies at Ebenezer” wall calendars    
measure 11” x 17” and are $15 each. Out-of-
town shipping is available, but it will cost $8.70 
extra for postage and packaging. 
    Order your calendar by mailing the bottom 
portion of this flyer and your check to the Geor-
gia Salzburger Society, 2980 Ebenezer Road, Rin-
con GA 31326. Please fill out the form complete-
ly and remember to include $8.70 if you want 
your calendars shipped. 
     

Questions? Contact the GSS office at (912) 754-7001 or gaslzbrgr@aol.com. 

——————————————————————————————————— 
NAME __________________________________PHONE ___________________ 
 
ADDRESS ________________________________________________________ 
 
QUANTITY__________ AMOUNT  ENCLOSED ______________$15.00 PER CALENDAR 
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       Greetings from Ebenezer, where history and heritage 
thrive! The Salzburgers’ shared history endures today      
because of  Georgia Salzburger Society members and friends 
who are   interested in Salzburger history. This newsletter is 
filled with the details of some of the most exciting and     
interesting things happening recently and news of the  
Christmas Market fund raiser scheduled at Ebenezer for  
December 4, 2021. 
   While 2020 and 2021 have been like no other times that 
we have known, the volunteers at Ebenezer have found ways 
to adjust on-site activities to help ensure fun and learning as 
well as a safe place for visitors and volunteers. We are doing 
more videos of programs, zooming a few meetings, and  
relying more on electronic communications. What would our 
ancestors have thought about Facebook, photo sharing and 
text messaging from Ebenezer? 
   As we look toward 2022, we are seeking more member   
involvement. Please think of ways that you would like to 
share your ideas, time, and talents to help ensure that the 
Salzburger story remains visible and vital. Please consider 
being a volunteer or join a committee to help plan for the 
years ahead. We will be voting for new people to serve on 
the GSS board when we meet in March, so please send your 
suggestions or contact a current board member. 
   A huge thank you to all who have sent donations through-
out the year. All donations are of great value and importance 
to maintaining the activities of the GSS at Ebenezer. It has 
been brought to our attention that many people are         
unaware that the only source of funding received by the 
Georgia Salzburger Society comes from memberships and 
generous donations from people like you.  GSS receives no 
funding from county, state, or federal tax dollars. 
   Centuries of faithfulness guarantee nothing for the future. 
It is up to us now to prepare for the future of Ebenezer. 
Thank you for your continuing interest in promoting the  
programs, publications, and historical importance of the 
Georgia  Salzburgers. By these efforts, may our       
treasures of history and heritage continue and thrive for 
generations to come! 
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    The Charter of Incorporation of the Trustees of the German Lutheran Church of Ebenezer and 
its dependencies was signed by Governor Edward Telfair in October of 1790. Application was 
made by Christopher Cramer, Matthias Rahn, John Kogler, John Hangleiter, John Michael,    
Jonathan Rahn, Israel Kieffer, Andreas Seckinger, and John Hinly to secure a Charter of            
Incorporation as Trustees of Jerusalem, Zion, and    
Bethany places of worship. 
     As the years passed, the Ebenezer Trustees would 
represent Jerusalem, Zion, Bethel, and Laurel Hill 
Churches.  Nine trustees were to be elected annually, 
three from Jerusalem and two each from the other 
three churches. 
     The corporation would be capable by law to buy, 
hold, and sell real and personal property, make         
contracts, sue and be sued, to implead and be           
impleaded. Money lent was to be secured by             
unencumbered real estate to which the borrower 
would execute a good and lawful title to the Ebenezer 
Trustees. In other investments care was to be exercised 
to secure only such securities as were sound and safe. 
     Documents available for research in the library     
include Agreements to Purchase Land, Bonds to Lease, Deeds of Conveyance, Maps, Mortgage 
Deeds, Title Deeds, and Warranty Deeds. Did your ancestors do business with the Ebenezer 
Trustees?  ~ Barbara Scott 

  “BRING SMILES TO LOVED ONES”  

VISIT THE CHRISTMAS MARKTPLATZ  

ON SAT. DEC. 4TH  

We need your help.  Donations of baked goods &  

homemade items would be appreciated.   

     Contact:  Patsy 912-655-4555 
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The Greater Atlanta Chapter of The Georgia 

Salzburger Society held its biannual membership meet-

ing on Sunday, September 26th at Peachtree Road       

Lutheran Church. Erika Bragg, a Georgia Salzburger  

descendant and Effingham County native, was the 

guest speaker. She is a current GSS Board member and 

serves as chair of the Salzburger Heritage Research 

Committee. She is proud of her Salzburger ancestry and shares her story 

with enthusiasm. The meeting presentation brought updates on the latest 

developments and happenings at Ebenezer. The meeting was to engender 

a greater sense of our understanding of the challenges and 

opportunities of strengthening the work of The Georgia  

Salzburger Society. Traditional Black Forest Cake and other     

refreshments were served after the meeting. The Board  

held its quarterly meeting on Sunday, November 14th  at 

Peachtree Road Lutheran Church. A committee was  appointed to create a 

slate of officers and directors to be presented to the Board for approval at 

the January Board meeting. The approved slate will be presented to the 

membership for a vote at the February meeting.   ~ Paulette Gebhardt  
  

                             

  

  

  

  

Here’s how to shop  AmazonSmile: 

1. Visit smile.amazon.com . 

2. Sign in with your Amazon.com credentials. 

3. Choose a charitable organization to receive 

donations, or search for the charity of your 

choice (GSS). 

  

4. Select your charity: GA Salzburger Society. 

5. Start shopping! 

6. Add a bookmark for smile.amazon.com to 

make it even easier to return and start your 

shopping at AmazonSmile. 10 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2F%3Fref%3Ddayone_us_smilehowto_1&data=02%7C01%7C%7C0881d051a58e495cf32508d74f666828%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637065173556714595&sdata=K8c9wbIdG4B5V4tE453%2
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2F%3Fref%3Ddayone_us_smilehowto_2&data=02%7C01%7C%7C0881d051a58e495cf32508d74f666828%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637065173556724600&sdata=9OaEb6gjPmRcZi9B%2F3T


Up-Grade to Life 

Philip Lee Hinely  
Calhoun Shaw Hodges  
Linda Blackburn Jones 
Robert James Lueders, Jr.  
James Fletcher Mooring 
Sandra Brooker Nathos  
Carol Kay Shearouse Patterson 
Sarah Love Vaughn  
Audrey Nell Griner Wilkerson  

  
Johann Heinle 
Martin Dasher 
Hans Schmidt 
Paulus Zieterauer 
Ursula Schweighoffer 
Conrad Rahn 
Johann Scheraus 
Peter Gruber 
Johann Casper Greiner 

Honorary Life Membership 

Jennifer Futch Nash 
Anne McCutchen Wilson 
  

  

Life Membership 

Charles Alexander Dasher 
Katherine Johnson Lewandowski 
Caitlin Sheridan Mullin 
Deborah Webb Neidlinger 
Robert Trae Zipperer 
 

  
Martin Dasher 
Paulus Zieterauer 
Peter Gruber 
Johann Heinle 
Paulus Zieterauer 
  

Regular Membership 

D. Blake Bragg  
Sally Melinda Pahnke Cummings 
Wilma Helmey Garing 
Roceta Jo Santos Gonzales 
Michaela Ford Henderson 
Patricia A. Nelson   
 

  
Jacob Gnann 
John Morgan 
Andreas Lorenz Arnsdorff 
John George Haid 
Andreas Lorenz Arnsdorff 
Paulus Zieterauer 
  

Young Salzburger Membership 

Natalie Candice Greene  
Zoey Lynn Banks 
  

  
Hans Schmidt 
Hans Schmidt 
  

Supplemental Certificates 

D. Blake Bragg 
Penny Sue Bryant Crouse  
Billy K. Vaughn   
Sarah Love Vaughn 
    

  
Peter Gruber 
Ruprecht Kalcher 
Ruprecht Kalcher 
Ruprecht Kalcher 
  

Submitted by Debra Stafford Herrin, Registrar  

    
 

August 14, 2021 

   
 

    At our two yearly gatherings, our society commemorates the travails of our Salzburger 
forefathers by singing the first stanza of the Exile Song, their legacy from a Salzburger 
exile of 45 years earlier. 
    The Exulantenlied (Exile Song, pronounced ex-ooh-LAHN-tuhn-
leet) was written in 1686 by Lutheran Salzburger Joseph 
Schaitberger upon his exile from his home in the Roman Catholic 
Archbishopric/Principality of Salzburg, and first published in 
1691.  Its text incipit (opening line) is Ich bin ein armer Exulant  
(I am a poor exile). This 14-stanza confessional hymn tells the 
story of Salzburger exiles in defense of their Protestant faith.  
    Joseph Schaitberger was born in Dürrnberg bei Hallein, Salzburg in 1658; he died 200 
miles from his homeland, in 1733, an exile in Nürnberg, Bavaria.  Schaitberger was 
a Bergknappe (miner, or Bergmann, literally mountain man) and schoolmaster with a 
wife and two daughters, living in the realm of the Prince-Archbishop of Salzburg, a      
centuries-old independent German-speaking country in the Alps, located between      
Austria and Bavaria. 
    The Counter-Reformation had brought oppression to Protestants in the City of Salzburg 
as early as 1588, and by 1613-1615 to the entire principality.  Decades later, despite   
persecution, Schaitberger and many of his countrymen had converted to the Lutheran 
faith.  These Protestants lacked an ordained pastor, but they had the guidance of this 
devoted layman, who would write many Reformation religious tracts, eventually         
assembling 24 of them in his collection Evangelischer Send-Brief von Joseph 
Schaitberger an seine Kinder (Evangelical Epistle from Joseph Schaitberger to his         
Children); his Sendbriefe were essentially circular letters for his followers, his  Children,           
and  contained about 30 hymn texts, including this expression of both the grief and the 
faith of the Salzburger exiles.  
    In 1686, the Roman Catholic Archbishop (under Cuius regio, eius religio, Whose realm, 
his religion) had imprisoned many Protestants as heretics, some forced into restless hard 
labor on a diet of bread and water, interrogated, "re-educated," and threatened with 
death or with being sold into slavery; their precious collections of Protestant Bibles and 
books were burned.  Schaitberger and about a thousand others were expelled because of 
their belief, which they had exercised through holding private Lutheran worship services 
(often as Crypto-Protestants, that is, hidden/secret Protestants).  These 17 th Century 
exiles were forced to leave their minor children to be raised by Catholic families (from 
the 11 th stanza:  Upon this day I leave my home, my children . . . must I leave them?) 
   An English translation of this hymn has been, and is, of great importance to the many 
descendants of the 18 th Century Salzburgers who began to settle in Colonial Georgia in 
1734, and who had sung this song, in German, along the nearly 5,000 mile route of their 
own exile journey (der Großen Emigration) from the Alps to the New World as they came 
to these foreign climes, in some distant nation; this hymn is used at the services and 
meetings of the Georgia Salzburger Society during March and September of each year in 
recognition of the sacrifices and faithfulness of our courageous religious exiles and     
colonial pioneers who settled here in Southeast Georgia at Ebenezer in 1734, on land 
which would become St. Matthews Parish in 1758, and Effingham County in 1777.          
~ JohnRobert Peavy 
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The annual Heritage Day Festival was spread over the entire Labor Day weekend. A  
number of attendees mentioned they had been waiting to visit Ebenezer and saw the 
long weekend of activities as a good opportuni-
ty to make the journey. 
   On Saturday, the trolley tour in Savannah was 
very well received.  All comments were compli-
mentary from those who attended. Thank you 
to Corbina Ike and Claudia Christiansen for 
guiding the group on the tour that included 
many points of interest for German and Salz-
burger history in Savannah. 
   On Saturday at Ebenezer, the genealogy work-

shop presented by 
Erika Bragg was well-attended.  The GSS Museum and the   
Loest Research Library were open for special hours and were 
both very busy with visitors and researchers.  Four people 
were even treated to an impromptu cemetery tour!  
   On Sunday, the 
library and        
museum were 
open for special 
hours and were 
again quite busy. 
   On Monday,  
Labor Day, the Girl 

Scouts raised the five flags related to 
Ebenezer promptly at 9:30.  At 11:00 at the 
New Ebenezer Retreat Center, Professor 
Margarete Froelicher-Grundmann presented her program highlighting the connections 

between the Salzburgers of Ebenezer and the English 
and Germans living 
in Savannah during 
colonial times. She 
also spoke about 
the influence of 
the Salzburgers on 
early Savannah and 
on the colony of 
Georgia.  It was a 

most interesting and informative talk.  Over a dozen 
members of the Revolutionary War reenactors 
known as the “Skunk Brigade” were also in attend-
ance and marked every hour with cannon fire and 
bugles. 

    I always encourage those born in southern Georgia to thoroughly research their 

genealogy because I am convinced a German ancestor, and likely a Georgia     

Salzburger, will eventually be discovered. 

     My husband’s paternal Georgia Salzburger ancestry is easy to trace because his 

grandmother was a Gnann. Her mother was a Weitman, and her mother was a 

Reiser, and so on. However, his maternal Georgia Salzburger connection was not 

as straightforward and was just uncovered this January. 

      My mother-in-law’s parents lived in Savannah, but their families had moved 

around quite a bit and had lived in numerous counties: Jefferson, Evans, Emanuel, 

Tattnall, and Bulloch. One of her grandmothers, Anna Barnard Rogers, was from 

Tattnall County. Anna’s mother was Haseltine Dickerson Barnard whose father 

was Peter G. Dickerson. Some of you may know the next generation back leads to 

Honor Ophelia Groover. I was stunned when I discovered this! My mother-in-law, 

my husband, and, therefore, my children are descendants of Peter Gruber! 

     You may be the spouse of a GSS member. Were you born in South Georgia? If 

so, don’t stop shaking your family tree. You might be surprised when a   

Georgia Salzburger immigrant comes tumbling out.       ~  Erika Bragg  

The GSS Museum just received its first shipment of The 

Journal of the Earl of Egmont: Abstract of the Trustees     

Proceedings for Establishing the Colony of Georgia, 1732-

1738 by John Perceval. Perceval, the first Earl of Egmont, 

was the first president of the Trustees.  This journal contains 

his writings and records that are important glimpses into 

the first years of Georgia’s history. This 

book costs $38.00 and is available in      

paperback only.  Out-of-town shipping is 

offered for the additional cost of $8.70.  To order your copy, 

call the office at (912) 754-7001.  

 BACK in Stock in the Gift Shop!  

Volumes 6 and 10 of Detailed Reports on the Salzburger   

Emigrants Who Settled in America are available in paperback 

and cost $38.00 per book.  

5 8 



   Lunch consisted of hot dogs, bratwursts, barbeque sandwiches, and Chick-Fil-A sand-
wiches and was served under the Dan Wilson, Jr. Memorial Pavilion.  All profits from 
lunch sales went to the Buildings & Grounds 
Committee. 

   

Special thanks to all those who helped to clean up 
the grounds before and after the big event.  Thanks 
also to the vendors who gave of their time, talents, 
and treasure to make our event a success.  Gill    
Zeigler and Marty and Kerry Edwards manned the 
lemonade barrel as they have over the past years, 
and Patsy Zeigler and other volunteers ran the    
Marktplatz.  
 Others who contributed either as vendors or 
through exhibitions include as follows:   

Backwater Expeditions ran special kayak tours and gave proceeds to GSS; Lynn Skinner, 
children’s book author; Vicki Tuttle, GSS member, sold handmade Christmas                
ornaments;  

Amy Schnobrich sold fresh fried peach fritters, contributing the money to the GSS; Lori 
Cammack sold jams, jellies, pickles; Sabrecraft Custom – Samantha demonstrated   
leather making; Scott Thompson of Thompson’s Garden in Bulloch County provided a 

number of native plants for sale and facts about the plants; Mark Anderegg, UGA master 
gardener – educational booth regarding native plants; Bruce Peth – petting zoo; Steve 
Burke – pelts display; the Phillips family of Joyful Acres Farm – soap making display and 

sale of goat’s milk products; Savannah Fiber Guild set up in parsonage to demonstrate 
weaving, spinning, and knitting; and JELC youth sold snacks. 

 

Thanks to everyone who participated and helped make the day a success. 
~ Noble Boykin,  Vice President, GSS 7 6 


